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 Telecom Applications Management   
SUBJECT:  Vault Access POLICY NO.: 005-00-00-x  

  
 
 

Policy Statement 
 
Access to the Company’s electric vaults by telecom providers or their contractors is not permitted under any 
circumstances due to the presence of non insulated high voltage electric bus work normally found in such 
vaults.  Requests for permission to use vaults for a means of telecom access will be denied due to the inherent 
danger associated with working in close proximity to live bus.  
 
 
 
Background (for TeAM Staff only) 
 
The following items support TeAM’s Policy to deny access to transformer vaults.  They are as follows: 
 
• City of New York Electrical Code Bulletin No.119 – 1970, Rules and Regulations Relating to Electric 

Closets or Rooms, item 119.1.b, states that “No raceway, wiring, strip panels or any device of a telephone 
system shall be installed in an electric closet or room.” Building service conduits coming from vaults 
routinely terminate in an electric closet or room.  

 
• During a conversation with Kevin Lang (PSC), on 6/6/00 (conference call) and again on 6/22/00 (meeting at 

Penn Plaza), the subject of providing vault access to telecom customers as a means of entering buildings 
was discussed. On both occasions, Mr. Lang stated that the decision to grant or deny access to vaults was up 
to Con Edison since they were the experts on safety issues associated with their own equipment. He 
concurred that Con Edison must not jeopardize safety in order to satisfy a customer’s request and stated that 
the PSC would back the Company up on their decision.     
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